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There are several explanations for the presence of anti-Borrelia antibodies in patients with uveitis. Firstly, a positive test may be due to polyclonal B cell activation, thus representing a false positive test reaction. The second possibility is that the presence of anti-Borrelia antibodies is the result of a past infection with B burgdorferi and is therefore not related to the ocular disease. Finally, in patients positive for anti-Borrelia antibodies uveitis might be a solitary sign of Lyme borreliosis. In the future detailed analyses, including polymerase chain reactions in intraocular fluid, may bring the answer to these questions."
On the basis of this study, we conclude that Lyme borreliosis is not a frequent cause of uveitis. Assays for anti-Borrelia antibodies during the initial screening of patients suffering from uveitis are of very limited value.
